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May 5, 10:30 am         Rev. Dawn Sangrey 
UU Theology: What Is the Purpose of My Life? 

Each of us has been given the gift of our time on 

Earth. Our liberal religious faith teaches us that the 

source of life is Love. Each of us is invited to use 

our life and our time wisely and well, to use it for 

the good. We are free to choose, and we are 

accountable, to ourselves, to each other, and to the 

Source of Creation, whoever, whatever we believe 

this Source to be. Why do humans exist? What 

gives meaning to life? How can we be made whole? 

What makes us happy? How can we be saved?                   

Coordinator: Harry Shair  

 

May 12, 10:30 am                 Petra Thombs 
Motherhood, Agency, Gaia, Again! 

Reflecting on our current practices of celebrating 

Mother’s Day, we will meander through ancient 

history around the role of women prior to 

patriarchy. How do the ancient practices 

demonstrate our need to reverence nature, and what 

does that say about practices of war? Does 

acknowledging ancient motherhood bring our world 

towards the peace we claim to seek? Join us for this 

reframing of Mother’s Day.                 

Coordinator: Bridget Laureira 

 

May 19, 10:30              Rev. Dawn Sangrey 
Strong in the Broken Places 

Japanese bowls, when they were accidentally 

broken, were once repaired with gold, making them 

more precious. Sometimes our strength comes not 

from getting it right but from getting it wrong. Peter 

Mayer writes, “What if the highest destination of 

any given human life…wasn’t up at all. What if, to 

reach the highest place, you had to fall.” Where 

does resilience come from? How can a person 

become wise?  

Coordinator: Des Shaw 
 

May 26, 10:30 am                    Jane Cowan 
Who Walks Into a Burning Building? 

What does walking into uncomfortable situations, 

sitting with uncomfortable feelings have to do with 

spiritual practice? How can confronting our own 

fears, finding our own challenges help us be a more 

loving presence in this world? Join us for a 

discussion of what might compel us to be present 

for suffering, to be brave when others run in fear. 

 Coordinator: Leslie d’Oronzio 
 

 

Deadline for June Issue 

May 19, 6 pm 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF ROCKLAND 
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AND SUDDENLY, 
IT’S SPRING 

 

Stormy and warm this Passover/Easter 

weekend. It’s been up in the seventies today, and 

the maple trees are filling out, getting their first 

green leaves.  The grass is tall enough to mow. Pale 

pink blossoms are blowing off the cherry trees like 

confetti. It feels almost like we might skip spring 

altogether and go right into summer. 

 

My thoughts have been turning to summer 

and to the upcoming staff transitions at the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rockland. 

My last day doesn’t come until the end of August, 

but the transitions to a new minister and a new 

director of religious education have been central to 

the Board of Trustee’s work in the past month. They 

have appointed two search committees, prepared 

job descriptions, worked with the treasurer to 

determine what salaries can be offered.  

 

You can support the search if you haven’t 

already done so by making your most generous 

pledge to UUCR before the annual meeting on May 

19, when the budget will be presented and voted on 

by the membership. Strong financial support is 

essential for a successful search since candidates 

are, obviously, influenced by the compensation 

offered for each of the positions they are 

considering.  

 

I’m down to a precious few sermons, just a 

handful of Sundays now when I will be in the 

pulpit. I ask myself two questions: what does the 

congregation need to hear? And what do I need to 

say? Sometimes the answer is the same! This month 

we will share theological reflections on the purpose 

of life (May 5), and then I’ll be talking about 

sources of strength and resilience (May 19). The 

UU Theology series concludes in July with the final 

sermon, “What Does Death Mean?” 

 

Many of us get busy in the spring with our 

gardens or all the end-of-year activities at school or 

final exams or whatever.  I hope you plan to be with 

us for our services in June when the Coming of Age 

class will present their credos (June 9) and when we 

will have flower communion and leadership 

recognition (June 16).  

 

You might want to mark your calendar now so these 

events don’t get buried in the spring rush. Also 

coming up at the end of July is a farewell picnic for 

Terri and me on July 28. 

 

I told the Board a while ago that one of the 

reasons I was retiring this year is that I wanted to 

finish strong. I will be with you every day until I am 

no longer your minister. These last months are a 

precious time for completing projects and getting 

ready for the changes. Let’s make good use of the 

time we have left together. I look forward to seeing 

you soon. 

 

Blessings. 

Dawn 

the Rev. Dawn Sangrey, Consulting    Minister 

dawnsangrey@gmail.com            845-419-5323 

 

 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 
 

UA denominational news 

This year's General Assembly will be June 19-23 in 

Spokane, Wash. If you can't travel to GA, you can 

attend online via uua.org. Worship services and the 

Ware Lecture are particularly inspiring. This year's 

Ware Lecture will be given by Richard Blanco. He 

was selected by President Obama as the fifth 

inaugural poet in U.S. history and is the youngest 

and the first Latino, immigrant, and gay person to 

serve in such a role. If anyone is interested in being 

a delegate from UUCR for GA, please let Hillary 

Torres or Emily Kratzer know. For more 

information, go to uua.org/ga. 

 

Central East Region news 

This year's Universalist Convocation will be held 

May 17-19 at the Murray Grove Retreat and 

Renewal Center in Lanoka Harbor, NJ. The 

Convocation is the kickoff event for the 250th 

Anniversary of Rev. John Murray preaching his first 

Universalist sermon in America. Attend Sunday 

service in the Thomas Potter Chapel. Speakers 

include Rev. John Buehrens, former UUA 

President. Registration closes April 30, and costs 

vary depending on the days you attend and if you  

need lodging at Murray Grove. Online, go to 

 universalistconvocation.org 

 

 

mailto:dawnsangrey@gmail.com
http://uua.org/
http://uua.org/ga
http://universalistconvocation.org/
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWS 
 

Ministerial Search 

The listing has been posted on the UUA website 

and the committee, chaired by Sarah Gordon, is 

looking forward to reviewing candidate information 

as it starts coming in. 

 

DRE Search 

The DRE Search committee, chaired by Leslie 

d'Oronzio, is posting the job on multiple websites 

relevant to DRE searches and is preparing for 

candidates as well. 

 

FACE FORWARD 

There is still time to contribute to the FACE 

FORWARD fund, that will help us in a face-lift/curb 

appeal project, and is being generously matched by 

an anonymous donor. Contributions will be 

accepted through the annual meeting. To learn more 

about this campaign, go 

to http://uurocklandny.org/face-forward/.  

THANK YOU to all who have contributed to our 

goal of $10K so far. We have made a good amount 

of progress, but there is still more to go. 

 

Pride Sunday 

We will have a table at Rockland Pride Sunday on 

6/23 from 12-5pm. There will be a new venue this 

year - the center of the Village of Haverstraw. We 

encourage folks to go and enjoy the festivities. 

More details are available at 

 http://rocklandpridecenter.org/event/pride-sunday-

2019/. If you are interested in helping to staff our 

table, please let Hillary Torres know. 

 

Congregational Picnic 

We will be having a summertime celebration 

together after the services on July 28th, here at 

UUCR. SAVE the DATE! More details to come! 

 

Tree Maintenance 

As was previewed in the February newsletter, there 

was some tree maintenance done not too long ago. 

There was pruning that needed to happen, and there  

 

 

 

were some trees that were taken down because they 

were determined to be dead or dying and hazardous. 

Ken d'Oronzio, chair of Buildings & Grounds,  

worked with an arborist for this assessment. We 

have not had any tree work done in a number of 

years. There was a tree that had started falling down 

and was leaning on another tree. There was a large 

branch that came down during services one Sunday 

and broke a member's windshield and at least one 

other time that a branch came down on a vehicle but 

luckily did not cause damage. We do not relish 

taking down trees, but when there are concerns 

about property damage, or worse yet potential 

injury of people, we have to act to try to be 

responsible owners of a property that enjoys being 

in the woods. Many thanks to the Buildings & 

Grounds folks who worked to try to keep us safe! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hillary Torres 

Chair, Board of Trustees 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

May Greeters 

May 5:    Susan Brunelli & Sally Andriette  

May 12:  Trudy Pojman & Denise Waithe  

May 19:  Alex Finger & Emily Kratzer 

May 26:   Sarah Gordon & Sophia Camenisch 

 

Finger-food potluck at the Annual Meeting! 

Please bring sandwiches and desserts, or healthy 

snacks like cheese, crackers or fruit to enjoy on 

May 19, at our annual meeting, and we'll forgo hot 

food that day. Thanks! 

 

Join the Membership Committee 

We welcome you to help out with greeting, 

hospitality and other team activities that enhance 

our time together at the UUCR. We meet monthly 

to set up a greeter rotation, plan kitchen duty, set up 

a potluck schedule and other activities designed to 

foster fellowship. See Emily. 

 

SPRING SPRUCE UP 
Saturday May 4th from 9am to 2pm 

Come join us as we spruce up our home for the spring. 

All ages. Bring tools. Pizza will be served. 

 

http://uurocklandny.org/face-forward/
http://rocklandpridecenter.org/event/pride-sunday-2019/
http://rocklandpridecenter.org/event/pride-sunday-2019/
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RE NEWS 
 

It’s hard to believe we are already in May! This is 

the final month of RE classes, as we head into the 

final stretch of the year.  This month our RE 

program is focused on learning from our sixth 

source: traditions which celebrate the Earth and 

show us how to live in harmony with nature. We 

will celebrate the Earth in children’s worship on 

May 5th and through planting flowers to beautify 

our grounds-- and honor our Mother Earth on 

Mother’s Day, May 12th. The Timeless Themes 

class will be working on an art showcase to express 

the stories and lessons they have learned from the 

Jewish and Christian scriptures throughout the year. 

These will be shared on RE Sunday. The final 

Simpsons class of the year will take place on May 

19th. 

 

On May 4th our Coming of Age youth will spend a 

Day of Service and Reflection, culminating with a 

fun overnight. Activities will take place at the 

congregation and in the larger community. We will 

have more details to share in the coming weeks! 

The youth have been reflecting on social justice and 

the many ways this happens-from community 

service to education to social witness and advocacy.  

 

The Religious Education Committee has begun 

planning for next year. While some questions 

remain open (such as the next DRE!), we are 

planning to offer the Our Whole Lives sexuality 

education program for children ages 10-12 

(approximately grades 5-7). This is a ten session 

program designed for youth at this developmental 

stage to gain the knowledge, life principles, and 

skills they need to express their sexuality in holistic, 

life-enhancing ways. Topics in this curriculum 

include values, body image, gender, sexual 

orientation, consent and peer pressure, and healthy 

relationships.  Classes would take place once a 

month during RE time. While we have long offered 

the 24-session OWL program for youth in grades 8-

9, we are excited to expand the program to include 

younger children. We will be offering a parent 

orientation this summer and plan to start the 

program in September. Please spread the word 

about this program! Signups will be open soon. 

 

 

 

 

MAY SCHEDULE 
 

May 5              CWS (children’s worship service), RE classes 

12 Special RE Project: Flower Planting 

19 RE Classes 

26 Special RE Project: Art Workshop 

Terri Pahucki 

Director of Religious Education 

dre@uurocklandny.org 

 

 

VA.LUABLE WORKSHOP 
 
I attended the Undoing Racism Workshop in October 

2017. I had been interested for years and had heard from 

friends and colleagues who had attended that it was 

“amazing.” Unable to imagine what that adjective could 

possibly mean in this context, I had to find out for 

myself. The 2 1/2 day workshop was attended by over 

60 people of diverse backgrounds and identities and we 

were placed into two groups of about 30. The workshop 

was led by facilitators trained in the process of cultural 

transformation developed by The People’s Institute for 

Survival and Beyond. In a safe space, the facilitators 

offered informational, didactic components, as well as 

group discussion and personal stories. The experience 

was moving, enlightening and resulted in shifting my 

perspective and understanding toward greater 

compassion for others and myself.   I processed my 

experience for months afterward and I am a better person 

for having been part of the Undoing Racism Workshop. 

The workshop is being offered in Rockland County 4 

times this year, and I encourage every adult to take the 

course. Let me know if you have any questions.  

Thank you.                                             Carrie Steindorff 

 

MAY CALENDAR 
Al-Anon meets Mondays at 9:30 am 

Yoga meets Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:30 am 

May 4,    Spring Cleanup: 9:00 am 

               Youth Overnight: 8:00 pm 

May 5,    Congregational Meeting: Noon 

               BOT Meeting: Noon – 1:30 pm 

May 17,  Fun Night: 6:00 – 10:00 pm 

May 19,  Annual Congregational Meeting: Noon 

Many private events are taking place during May 

so it is vital that you check office calendar/Mary. 

mailto:dre@uurocklandny.org

