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July 7, 10:30 am          Rev. Dawn Sangrey 

UU Theology: 

What is the Meaning of Death? 
 Our 5 Questions UU Theology series wraps up, 

fittingly, with death. Humans are mortal. Each one 

of us will die. What happens to us after we die? 

 What stories have humans told about life after 

death? In what ways do we live on? Can we 

envision a world without us in it? What does our 

mortality mean?           

Coordinator: Rob Young 

 

July 14, 10:30 am       Rev. Mark Kiyimba  

Being a UU in Uganda 
Rev. Kiyimba founded the only Unitarian Universalist 

Church in Kampala, Uganda in 2004. His church has 

150 members who come faithfully every Sunday. It is 

the only congregation in Uganda that openly welcomes 

and is inclusive of LGBT people. The Church sponsors 

social action missions such as an Orphanage School of 

550 children who lost their parents due to HIV/AIDS.  It 

also sponsors an Orphanage Home for 23 children who 

are living with HIV/AIDS.                  

Coordinator: Des Shaw 

 

 

 

July 21, 10:30 am                   Harry Shair 

The Transcendental World of an Atheist 
The principles of Unitarian Universalism are drawn from 

what are called the Six Sources. Given primacy of place 

is “Direct experience of that transcending mystery and 

wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a 

renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which 

create and uphold life”. While the experiences of each of 

us are unique, the similarities and commonalities allow 

empathy and understanding between people whose belief 

systems may vary widely. Thus, our spiritual community 

includes pagans, monotheists, polytheists, deists, 

atheists, and more. From our different experiences and 

beliefs, we can support one another to spiritual renewal 

and openness to life.            

Coordinator: Harry Shair 

 

July 28, 10:30 am       Rev. Dawn Sangrey 

A Farewell 
Leaving comes as naturally as breathing. We leave our 

mother’s body when we are born and just keep moving 

on. Yet there is sadness in taking leave and opportunity 

to take stock. This will be Rev. Dawn’s last time in the 

UUCR pulpit before her retirement at the end of the 

summer. Please join us for reflections on our time 

together and a celebratory picnic after the service. 

          Coordinator: Tricia Larkin 
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August 4, 10:30 am                      Des Shaw 

Growing Up Under Socialism 
 In Britain in 1945 the socialist Labour Party won 

a General Election with a decisive mandate to "seize the 

commanding heights of the economy".  By the time I 

was born those heights had been well and truly seized: 

the entire railway system had been nationalized as 

British Railways, all the coal mines had been brought 

under a single National Coal Board, and nearly all 

doctors worked for the National Health Service.  From 

today's perspective this does not seem to be a big deal, 

but remember that trains in those days were the way 

nearly everyone got around, and coal was the major 

source of power.  Imagine a present-day America where 

a socialist government owned all the airlines, all the oil 

companies, and the entire healthcare system. 

 But as I grew up what was expected to be a 

socialist paradise had failed to meet everyone's 

expectations, to the point that Margaret Thatcher was 

elected in 1979 to roll many of the changes back.  Can 

we learn from what went wrong?                
Coordinator: Jane Cowan 

 

August 11, 10:30 am                    Des Shaw 

Poetry Slam 
Mike Steger established a tradition of dedicating a 

service to poetry a few years ago, and we're going to 

revisit that tradition this summer.  Please bring any poem 

that has meaning for you and read it to us.  We'll even 

have music. 
Coordinator: Leslie d’Oronzio 

 

August 18, 10:30 am                Jane Cowan 

Living the Dream 
If we are to achieve our dreams how do we live? It may 

be downright shocking to learn that as UU’s in some 

ways we are living the dream. For some of us our 

religion is less a request for faith and more an 

embodiment of what many people consider impossible. 

Join us for a discussion of where and how we are 

successful and how we can expand on that success 

Coordinator: Teens  

 

August 25, 10:30 am            Maggie Young 

How Our Children Worship 
Many of our youth go to youth Conventions (Cons) and 

enjoy a day or weekend away with their fellow UU 

friends.  We know that one of the many activities that 

they participate in is worship.  Join us this Sunday when 

Maggie Young will lead us in a UU Youth styled service 

where she will walk us through how our youth worship 

and share when they are away at Cons.                 
Coordinator: Rob Young 

 

Sept. 1, 2019, 10:30 AM 

End-of-Summer Cleanup 
This is the point when we hold a brief service then 

put on our gloves and old clothes and pretty up the 

buildings and grounds ready for the next Church 

Year. Please bring your enthusiasm and any garden 

tools you find useful, and we'll follow up the very 

successful Spring Clean we held earlier this year. 

Coordinator: Ken d’Oronzio 

 

STARTING  

TO SAY GOOD-BYE 
 

It’s a lovely spring evening at Woodland Pond, 

warm and breezy with the sun still high enough to cast a 

shadow. I took a short walk down to the pond before 

dinner. A painted turtle scooted across the grass near my 

feet. Finches and sparrows flit among the trees. Hawks 

circle in the sky. The summer solstice is coming in 

another week. I feel blessed to live in such a beautiful 

place.  

And I have been blessed to work in another 

beautiful place, the congregation’s home in the woods at 

130 Concklin Road. Thanks to an anonymous donor and 

to many of you who contributed to a matching fund, the 

trees have been trimmed, the front has been mulched, 

and on Monday new plantings will be installed. By the 

time you read this, the curb improvements of the Face 

Forward project will be well on their way. 

Sometimes when a minister is leaving, things 

fall apart. At UUCR the opposite is happening. The 

congregation has come together to make significant 

improvements to the property. Meanwhile, your life goes 

on. During the May annual meeting, you elected new 

leaders. The bylaws were tweaked. On Religious 

Education Sunday, a fine group of young people shared 

their credos with us. The Board of Worship has 

scheduled a full summer of worship services. The Board 

of Trustees will meet for planning during their summer 

retreat. The RE Committee is getting ready for new 

classes in the fall.  

I will continue to be your minister until August 

31, when my contract ends. At this writing, it isn’t clear 

if a new minister will be in place in September. I am 

confident that the leadership and the members will 

continue to worship, care for each other, teach your 

children, and work for justice in the fall. You will sing 

together and share potlucks and water the new plantings 

and watch the colors turn in the trees outside the 

windows in the worship room.  

Over the summer you and I will say good-bye. 

Please be in touch if you want to talk or need help. It is a 

blessing to serve you.                                   Dawn    

  the Rev. Dawn Sangrey, Consulting Minister 

dawnsangrey@gmail.com              845 419-5323 

mailto:dawnsangrey@gmail.com
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RE NEWS 
 

It’s hard to believe that I am writing my last RE 

News column for the Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of Rockland.  I am grateful for my 

time as Director of Religious Education over the 

past four years- for our connections, our learning 

together, our shared meaning and justice- making. I 

especially treasure the opportunity I have had to 

walk with the children and youth through their 

growing and becoming. In June we celebrated 

Religious Education Sunday, Coming of Age, 

Bridging, and a Membership Ceremony. We 

marked life passages and celebrated growth. One of 

the miracles of RE is that as teachers and mentors 

we grow and become right alongside our young 

people. Over the past four years, our lives have 

grown together. I will miss you all.  

 

Officially, my final Sunday at UUCR will be July 

28th. In September I will begin an eighteen month 

ministerial internship at the UU Fellowship of 

Northern Westchester in Mount Kisco. While my  

time with UUCR draws to a close, I leave the 

Religious Education program in good hands with a 

strong RE Committee to support the transition. Here 

are some of the exciting things we have in store 

over the summer and beyond: 

 

● LGBTQ+ Workshop on June 30th- 12-1 PM: 

The UUCR Youth will lead a workshop on 

LGBTQ+ definitions and pronouns to help us 

become more inclusive.  This is a coming of 

age social justice project created and led by 

youth. All are welcome to join! 

 

● OWL Parent Orientation on August 15th- 

7:30-9PM:  Our Whole Lives Sexuality 

Education Orientation-- For Parents of 

Youth Ages 10-12 (or Grades 5-7) Led by 

OWL Teaching Team- Jane Cowan, Rachel 

Rosenthal, and Ken d’Oronzio. 

 

● Although we do not have RE classes over 

the summer, children and youth are 

welcome to join the services. We also have 

childcare available in the nursery, and 

special activities planned some Sundays 

(like stencil and paint your own worship-to-

go-box on June 30th!).  

 

 

 

 

Beginning Fall 2019!  

● Grades K-4- Wonderful Welcome- How and 

why we are willing to welcome others into 

our lives?  We welcome not only strangers, 

but family, our peers, our neighbors and 

even our animal friends and nature itself. 

 

● Grades 5-9- Lodestone: Magnetize Your 

Middle School! - Units in Unitarian 

Universalism and Race explore topics with 

meditation, skits, science, social nights, arts 

and crafts, and games. (OWL for ages 10-12 

will be held once a month during RE Time. 

Children not enrolled in OWL will 

participate in an All-ages activity)  

 

● Older Youth will attend services, assist with 

RE, and participate in leadership activities 

and youth group.  

 

Everyone is invited to sign up to teach and assist 

next year. Sign-up sheets are on the worship room 

table. Let’s continue to keep RE strong at UUCR 

for the next cohort of children and youth! 

 

In faith, 

Terri  

 

NEW TRUSTEES, OFFICERS 

At the June meeting, the trustees elected Emily Kratzer 

to be the chair and Sarah Wade to be vice chair. Barbara 

Francis was elected treasurer, but we are seeking an 

associate treasurer to work with her. 

Our new trustees are Carl Camenisch and Jim 

Recktenwalt. 

 

Emily has been a member of the UUCR since 1982. 

Since then, she has served on everything except 

Buildings and Grounds. She has been the 

denominational liaison as well. Among her goals for the 

UUCR are to implement the Strategic Planning Task 

Force, renewing our Welcoming Congregation status, 

encouraging social justice activities and continuing to 

pursue safe congregation measures. She also hopes to 

encourage more of our talented youth to contribute to 

our congregational life by participating in boards and 

committees. 



 4 

 

 

We're hoping to put together an all-congregation retreat 

to Murray Grove during the spring of 2020. 

Sarah has been a member since 2014. She is interested in 

the Strategic Planning Task Force, the safe congregation 

measures, and increasing our visibility/engagement with 

the community. 

Jim has been a member since 2015. He led a summer 

service last year and has helped with buildings and 

grounds. 

The trustees invite you to attend meetings if you are 

able. The next board meeting is at 12:15 p.m. July 14. 

 

 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWS 

 

Staff Searches 

The Minister and Director of Religious Education 

searches are underway. The search committees are 

working internally and with UUA support staff 

related to soliciting more candidates. We thank the 

committees on their continued efforts. 

 

FACE FORWARD Update 
Thank you to everyone who contributed toward the 

FACE FORWARD campaign. Between direct 

donations and generous matching funds we were 

able to raise $9,220 for the purposes of various curb 

appeal projects. 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

I wish all my readers a happy and safe summer. 

Hopefully, you have great vacation plans that you 

can look forward to. I will be going to the Jersey 

shore with my entire family for a week in August – 

always a good time. On July 4th, I will be in 

Virginia sitting on a pier watching fireworks with 

long-standing friends and a glass of wine in my 

hands!  

 

Be back in September all renewed! 

 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
July 28 picnic - Celebrate Terri and Rev. Dawn! 

We are planning a fun time for you during the 

Sunday July28 congregational picnic. We'll have 

food and games for you to enjoy after the worship 

service. Plan to join us for this special event at 

which we will celebrate DRE Terri Pahucki and 

Rev. Sangrey as they depart after giving us 

wonderful leadership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

FROM YOUR TREASURER 
 

The UU Fiscal year that ended 6/30/19 has been 

very positive for UUCR. July 1 begins our new 

fiscal year. Within the next week or two, letters will 

be sent for all outstanding pledges from our last 

fiscal year. Our monthly collection for Martin 

Luther King Center was very successful 

throughout this past year.  We have sent a donation 

of $1500 this last month to the Center. 

 

I do look forward to the exciting coming year 

ahead.                                                Barbara Francis 

 

 

 
Deadline for September Issue 

August 18, 2019  6 pm 

(tentative – this date may 

change) 
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